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Born and raised in Helsinki, Finland, Dr. Uitto graduated from the University of Helsinki with 
an MD and PhD in biochemistry in 1970, completed 5 years of post-doctoral fellowship in 
Philadelphia, followed by residency in dermatology at Washington University School of 
Medicine in St. Louis.



Dr. Uitto moved from UCLA to Jefferson in 1986 bringing with him several of his 
postdoctoral fellows to establish the Jefferson Institute of Molecular Medicine. 



Dr. Uitto trained more than 140 research fellows from 28 countries, 19 of whom 
became chairs of their departments in their respective fields.



Dr. Uitto made enormous contributions to the cutaneous biology field, particularly in the area of 
the genetic basis of skin diseases such as epidermolysis bullosa and Pseudoxanthoma Elasticum. 



The awards and honors received by Dr. 
Uitto’s during his career span more 
than 24 countries and 5 continents.  
Some of the most prestigious research 
awards are:

• The highest honor of international 
dermatology, the Marchionini Gold 
Medal (2019) 

• The Knight of the White Rose of 
the Republic of Finland (2020) 

• The Society for Investigative 
Dermatology’s most prestigious 
awards, the Montagna Lecture 
(2002) and Rothman award (2014) 

• The American Academy of 
Dermatology’s Eugene J. Van Scott 
Award for Innovative Therapy of 
the Skin-Philip Frost Leadership 
Lecture (2013)
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Dr. Uitto is one of the longest serving dermatology chairs (1986-2022). 

He established a strong cutaneous biology research program at Jefferson.

Jefferson Department of Dermatology and Cutaneous Biology ranked number 1  in National Institute 
of Health ranking across the US 2001-2003 and has an annual average of $2.5 million funding by NIH



Dr. Uitto:

• Published close to 1000 peer-reviewed articles 

• Received more than 70,000 citations

• Has an H-index of 133
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